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2020 Mid-year Report

COVID Update

We are in our third quarter of COVID impacted operations at the
Northside Food Pantry. We have seen both unprecedented usage of the
Pantry and an outpouring of generosity and support from our friends
and supporters. Volunteer opportunities are very limited, and since we
are not accepting donations of goods, most of this support has been
offered financially. We are well-positioned moving into the latter half
of 2020 and 2021, as we anticipate economic conditions will likely
worsen and usage will continue to increase.

Thank you for your generosity.

COVID Usage

If you compare March 2019 vs. March 2020, our Pantry served 50% more new families: there were 27 new
households in March 2019 compared to 59 in March 2020. This pattern continued into April, May, and June. New
families are requiring use of the Pantry at a record pace.

We are also seeing dramatic increases in the number of children under the age of 5 whose parents use the Pantry. We
have served double the number of young children in 2020 than we did in 2019. School aged children and teens
remain consistent as we are serving an average of nearly 100 children aged 6-12 per month and 75 teens aged 13-
17 per month.

COVID Procedures

Pandemic preparedness started in February, and by April, in-person shopping had ceased, and the Pantry pivoted to a
curbside program. Clients call the Pantry on shopping days and are routed to at-home volunteers who help place
orders. In-person fulfillment volunteers allow orders to be processed in under an hour.

We are committed to maintaining choice at our Pantry, and without volunteers both in-person and at-home, it would not
be possible. To our knowledge, we remain the lone pantry in western Pennsylvania still providing choice to shoppers.
This choice provides dignity to our clients.

We are also grateful to the companies who supported us with the donation of reusable shopping bags. Thank you to
DICK’s Sporting Goods, Highmark Health, the Pittsburgh Penguins, the Pittsburgh Steelers, and Walmart who donated
bags to support our efforts to get healthy food out of our doors and into the hands of our food insecure Northside
families.



Expanded COVID Programs

The larger community that supports food programs throughout our region deserves a thank you for work they do to
support our efforts. We are receiving an abundance of dairy products and pre-boxed goods. Without the commitment
of strangers who support our region’s food insecure families, our efforts would not be as comprehensive. Donations to
the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank, like the credit from the Jack Buncher Foundation, will lighten Northside
Food Pantry Advisors financial burden through the end of the year.

COVID Produce

As our long-time supporters know, a signature effort of the Northside Food Pantry Advisors is unlimited and consistent
access to fresh produce for Pantry shoppers. In 2019 alone, we distributed 200 tons of produce. We will easily
exceed this amount in 2020.

While we have always been responsible for the purchase of popular items (like bananas), COVID has disrupted our
access to a great deal of free, donated produce. To ensure unlimited access to popular fruits and vegetables, we are
required to buy produce directly from Consumer’s Produce in the Strip District. This offers clients the same quality
available to those who can afford to buy produce from typical grocery stores. We are spending $750 or more a week
to offer things like peppers, carrots, bananas, mushrooms, and celery.
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Database

In the middle of COVID preparations, we began the process of pivoting to a new database to track clients. Northsider
Corey Grone donated hours of his time establishing our new database and setting up new equipment to allow for a
more streamlined process for clients and volunteers. Without Corey’s help, we would not have been able to pivot in the
middle of a pandemic. Thank you, Corey!

Recurring Donors

Our recurring donors are the backbone of our Northside Food Pantry community. The ability to rely on a donation
month-after-month allows us to budget for the months and year ahead, and given the uncertainty surrounding a global
health crisis, these folks are appreciated now more than ever. We have seen a growth in our recurring donors and now
count on the support of 52 recurring donors who give $2,300 per month. If you would like to sign up to be a recurring
donor, please visit our website or send us an email.



Thank You to our Donors

Since January 2020, more than 600 donations have been made to the Northside Food Pantry Advisors. Our work
would be impossible without the efforts of all of you. Thank you.

Institutional donors:

Allegheny Lodge 339 BPO Elks

Confluence
Highmark Health

Junior League of Pittsburgh

Mistick Construction

Northside Pittsburgh Lions Club
The Pittsburgh Foundation

Individuals:

Marie Abbondanza
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Cari Armstrong
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Sarah Arndt
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Patrick Burke
Lauren Burns
Lauren Cabral
Todd Caldwell
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Leslie Carothers
Jessica Carson
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Michael Clark
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Erin Copeland
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Katherine Crawford
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Terry Dempsey
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Karen Gonzales
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Larry Hall
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Betty Harris
Cory Hart

Nicole Hartman
Jessica Heathcote
Peggy Hedberg
Kathy Heisler
Rachael Heisler
Carole Helvig

Ruth Hendricks

Kent Hensley

Sarah Stoessel Heres
Arlan Hess

Wendy & Robert Hickey
Matthew Hicks

John Hillman

Susan Hillman
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Becky Hooman
Clare Horner
Jocelyn Horner
Elizabeth Houck

Robert & Christine Houska

Joseph lannotta
Deborah Israel
Arthur James
Jennifer James
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Deidra Jenkins
Judith Jerry
Patrick Johnston
Scott Johnstone
Diana Jones
Marguerite Jones
Alison Kaelin
Leah Kaighn
Brian Kaminski

Erin Guay and Douglas Kamper

Brian Keller
Erin Kelly

Sue Kerr

Emma Kieran
Joan Kimmel
Veronica King
Laurie Klanchar
Lynn Kosegi
Pam Kresson
Jill Kriesky
Marie Krupinsky



Donors continued
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Leroy Pfennigwerth
Douglas Philips

Nancy Pitts
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Dana Richter
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Sophia Sanders
Mary Sanger
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Catherine Schirf
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Sandra Schott
Stephen Schrom

Lisa Schroth

Mitchell Schwartz
Catherine Serventi
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Susan Shaffer
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Allan Slider

Nancy Small
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Kimberly Snyder
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Dustin Sorge
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Nick and Jean Steele
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Elizabeth Stenger
Heather Stone Fletcher

Randy Strothman
Peter Su
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Sagar Thakur
Jana Thompson
Del Treese
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Chaton Turner
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Christina Uplinger
Edward Venator
Katherine Wagner
Stephen Walkauskas
Michelle Walker
Leslie Ward
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Lynne Weber
Sereny Welsby
Katherine Whelan
Rebecca White
Debra Whittam
Laura Winter

Dan Wintermantel
Alma Wisniewski
Michelena Wolf
Nancy Yarris
Susan Yohe

Alex Zanon

Tara Zeigler
Findlay Zotter

About

The Northside Food Pantry Advisors serve as a
“friend of” organization for the Northside Food
Pantry. NFPA is responsible for the purchase of
food. We have our fiscal sponsorship from the
United Methodist Church Union (EIN 25-
0965431). Our efforts are entirely volunteer.
The following individuals are current members
of the Northside Food Pantry Advisors Executive
Committee: Moira Regan Edminston, Linda
Ehrlich, Kimberly Giles, Rachael Heisler, Collyn
O’Donnell, Cheri Pogue, Darlene Durrwachter
Rushing, and Jana Thompson.




